
No. 17 [Station report: H.O. Dwight’s summary of information he has received from various 
stations] 
Constantinople, Feb. 15, 1896 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Marsovan Station, the Western Mission, and in fact the whole mission force in Turkey is 
grievously smitten in the death from small pox of Miss King of Marsovan on the 1st of Feb.  She 
was a devoted Christian, skilled to work and win souls, and the Providence which calls her away 
brings her associates quite as much amazement as it does pain and grief. 
 
Ramazan [Ramadan] gives occasion for some anxiety as to the preservation of the peace.  There 
is real danger of disturbance here also which is too serious to be ignored.  But it should be borne 
in mind by all that the Government is now evidently doing its best to prevent any further 
misdeeds of the character that we all know to the extent of losing our confidence in the good 
intentions of those we have trusted hitherto. The Government will not now connive at any 
outbreaks.  At BITLIS the situation is not agreeable.  Calumnies against Mr. Knapp have reached 
a point now that leads Armenians in the villages to believe him the cause of all the troubles 
which have overwhelmed them.  The Porte wishes to try him there on definite charges.  He will 
probably come on here under British protection for conference with Mr. Terrell, who refuses, 
naturally, to admit any right to try him.  At AINTAB (Jan. 30) threats of massacre are continued.  
The wife of the pastor at Birijik and the two girl school teachers were taken by Gov’t order under 
escort to Aintab and delivered safely.  They saw awful things.  Mr. Sanders reached OURFA 
safely, Miss Shattuck has had Pneumonia but its better. She writes (Jan. 29) that she feels she 
must stay with the stricken people there, at least [for]] a time.  The slaughter at Ourfa was greater 
than first reported.  The Protestants of the Birsjik and Roumkale region have become Muslims 
along with the others.  At Aintab there are about 3500 destitute receiving aid.  At MARASH 
(Jan. 28) there are over 5000 receiving aid and an expectation of 20,000 more as soon as the 
settlement at Zeitoun question [?] opens up that region to access.  At HAJIN (Jan. 29) 1500 
people are receiving aid, about half of them from outside the town.  SIVAS (Feb. 5) cries for 
more money, having learned more fully the destitution at Gurun and other places.   At 
CESAREA (Jan. 27) Messrs. Fowle and Wingate have visited ten villages in the Gemerek region 
where 1000 houses will have eaten up their last grain by the end of this month.  About 75 bales 
of clothing sent from here have reached Cesarea, and the most part have gone on to Sivas and 
Harpoot.  At ERZROUM Mr. Chambers is crushed under the relief work, and Mr. Mac 
Naughton of Smyrna goes on today to reinforce Erzroum. Dr. Andrus of MARDIN telegraphs of 
10,000 destitute in the Kurdish mountains, needing £2000.  Mr. Peet has telegraphed promising 
the money.  HARPOOT (Jan. 30) has about 100,000 destitute in 200 places dependent on it.  Mr. 
Gates says he does not get time to eat, but does not mind that, if only he can be sure that he will 
not be told there is no more money.  Up to that date Mr. Peet has received Zt. [zolota] 14,300 for 
relief from abroad.   Besides this, £10,000 has passed through his hands from native sources.   
 
Poor baby Boris of Bulgaria was “converted” to the Greek church yesterday. A special 
commissioner from the Sultan met a special commissioner from the Czar at the font in Sophia on 
this occasion. 
 



[Handwritten postscript] I send you my tentative tables of statistics.  Please…corrections and 
additions – remembering that the [Kuza?]  includes the villages.  
 
Yours truly, H. O. Dwight 
 
 


